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of independent countries, effective with re-
spect to articles entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse for consumption, on or after 60
days after the date of publication of this proc-
lamation in the Federal Register.

(2) In order to terminate the designation
of Malta, French Polynesia, New Caledonia,
and Slovenia as beneficiary developing coun-
tries under the GSP, general note 4(a) of the
HTS is modified by:

(a) deleting ‘‘Malta’’ and ‘‘Slovenia’’
from the list of independent countries, and

(b) deleting ‘‘French Polynesia’’ and
‘‘New Caledonia’’ from the list of noninde-
pendent countries and territories, effective
with respect to articles entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse for consumption, on or after
January 1, 2002.

(3) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of July, in the year
of our Lord two thousand, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America
the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:39 a.m., July 7, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on July 10.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Proclamation To
Amend the Generalized System of
Preferences
July 6, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby transmit a Proclamation in which

I have determined that it is appropriate to
suspend preferential treatment for Belarus as
a beneficiary developing country under the
Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)
because Belarus has not taken and is not tak-
ing steps to afford workers in Belarus inter-
nationally recognized worker rights. The
Proclamation also determines that Malta,
French Polynesia, New Caledonia, and Slo-

venia meet the definition of a ‘‘high income’’
country as defined by the International Bank
for Reconstruction and Development and
that therefore they will be graduated from
the GSP, effective January 1, 2002.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks on Dedication of the
President Lincoln and Soldiers’
Home National Monument

July 7, 2000

Well, thank you very much. Hello, every-
one, and welcome to what most people call
the Old Soldiers’ Home, the Soldiers’ and
Airmen’s Home, on this historic day.

I want to begin by thanking General
Hilbert for his leadership here. And I want
to thank Bill Woods for speaking on behalf
of all the residents at the home. He said to
me, ‘‘You know, I stumble a little. I’m not
used to doing this.’’ I thought he did a fine
job.

He told you one of the things that I wanted
to say, which is that the people who live in
this home open amazing volumes of mail—
1.9 million pieces since he’s been at it. A
lot of that mail is mail that very young chil-
dren send to Socks and to Buddy. And you
may know that Hillary actually did a book
on the best letters that children wrote to the
White House asking questions of our pets.
And it would have been impossible to do that
book, and it would be impossible to respond
to those children with the staff we have at
the White House, if it weren’t for the veteran
volunteers here who do this and so many
other things to help the White House work.

I hope one of the things that will come
out of this today is that the people who have
retired after distinguished careers in military
service will finally get some of the credit they
deserve for helping the White House to oper-
ate every single day of the year. And we thank
them all.
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